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The United States Congress Pass Bill to Declassify 
Information on the Origins of COVID-19

On 10 MAR 2023, the United States 
House of Representatives unanimously 
passed a bill to require the Director of 
National Intelligence to declassify 
information regarding the origins of the 
SARS-CoV-2, more commonly known 
as the COVID-19 virus. The House of 
Representatives voted 419-0 in favor of 
the bill. The House vote comes after the 
United States Senate also passed the 
measure with unanimous agreement. 
Therefore, the bill will now be handed to 
Joseph Biden, the President of the 
United States, for approval before being 
enacted into law. 

The bill, titled the COVID-19 Origins 
Act of 2023, was created after the United 
States Department of Energy concluded 

Lukas Delaney
Executive Director 

with “low confidence” that the 
COVID-19 virus “likely” originated 
from the Wuhan Institute of Virology in 
Wuhan, China. Meanwhile, the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), Christopher Wray, 
noted that the “FBI has for quite some 
time now assessed that the origins of the 
pandemic are most likely a potential lab 
incident in Wuhan.” With the lack of 
transparency on the origins of the 
COVID-19 virus, United States 
policymakers have made it a priority to 
identify the true origins of the virus by 
gathering the information collected by 
the United States intelligence 
community. 

When asked about the current status of 
the COVID-19 Origins Act of 2023, 
President Biden stated that he has not 
made a decision to sign or veto the bill. 

However, if President Biden vetoes the 
bill, both chambers’ would have the 
opportunity to vote to overrule the 
President’s executive ruling. If each 
chamber can vote at least a two-thirds 
majority, then the bill will be enacted 
into law.

While a decision has not been made, 
we can state with high confidence that 
the Director of National Intelligence 
will be required to declassify 
information on the true origins of the 
SARS-CoV-2, because previous 
chamber votes would suggest that at 
least a two-thirds majority in each 
chamber would be easily obtainable to 
overturn the President’s veto ruling.  
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On 21 FEB 2023, Russian President, 
Vladimir Putin, revoked Russian 
recognition of Moldova’s control over 
the breakaway province of Transnistria.

Transnistria, backed by Russian 
separatists, declared independence in 
1992 following the fall of the Soviet 
Union. Transnistria continues to operate 
as a de-facto state with military and 
diplomatic support from the Russian 
Federation. Since 1991, Russian troops 
have been based in the region and 
reports suggest that anywhere from 
1,500 to 3,000 Russian troops are 
currently based in Transnistria. The 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe identifies Transnistria as a 
Russian-occupied territory. 

In recent weeks, Moldova has 
heightened its security due to the recent 
Russian military advancements in the 
Transnistria region. Moldova closed its 
airspace on 14 FEB after suspicion of 
Russian aircraft in Moldovan airspace. 
Additionally, Moldova declared that all 
foreign soccer fans were banned from 
attending matches in Moldova in fear of 
Russian insurgents being among the 
crowds of fans.

We can state with moderate confidence 
that the Russian Federation is most 
likely to maintain a presence in 
Transnistria and will highly likely 
continue supplying military and 
diplomatic support to Transnistria.
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On 08 MAR, thousands of protestors 
flooded the streets in Tbilisi, Georgia as 
they protested a draft law proposed by 
the Georgian Dream Party. Georgian 
police showered the crowd with tear gas 
and water cannons to gain control of the 
protesters. Law enforcement personnel 
arrested 133 individuals and later 
released those who faced administrative 
charges.

The draft law proposed that Georgian 
media outlets and nongovernmental 
organizations would be required to 
register as “agents of foreign influence,” 
if they were to receive over 20 percent of 
their funding from foreign sources.

Protestors and opposing leaders stated

that they were dissatisfied with the draft 
law due to it reflecting a similar law used 
in the Russian Federation to silence 
critics of the Russian government. The 
Georgia Dream Party, known to follow 
Russian-inspired ruling and governing 
in the past, has denied any claim that 
their draft law has any correlation to 
that of Russian law. Georgians took to 
the streets to protect their freedom of 
speech and achieved their goal when the 
Georgian Parliament voted 35-1 to 
disband the law on 10 MAR. 

We can state with moderate to high 
confidence that if the Georgia Dream 
Party continues to lead Georgia similarly 
to that of the Russian Federation 
governance, it is likely that Georgia’s 
potential alliance with the European 
Union and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization could be hindered. 


