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The United States Sanctions Mexican Drug Precursor 
Suppliers After Sinaloa Cartel Involvement

On 22 FEB, the United States 
Department of Treasury revealed they 
have implemented sanctions on six 
members of a Mexican Cartel ring who 
have been accused of supplying 
substantial amounts of precursor 
chemicals that are used in making 
highly fatal narcotics such as fentanyl 
and methamphetamines.

Ludim and Luis Alfonso Zamudio 
Lerma, along with four other individuals 
whom the United States did business 
with have had their United States 
properties blocked by the Treasury's 
Office of Foreign Assets Control. They 
have allegedly supplied chemicals used in 
‘super labs’ which are used to 
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“produce 10 or more pounds of an illicit 
drug per production cycle.” These ‘super 
labs’ would produce methamphetamines 
and synthetic opioid fentanyl for 
top-level Sinaloa Cartel traffickers like 
Ovidio Guzman and his father, the 
former Sinaloa Cartel leader, Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman.

Ludim and Luis Alfonso Zamudio 
Lerma, along with four other individuals 
whom the United States did business 
with have had their United States 
properties blocked by the Treasury's 
Office of Foreign Assets Control. They 
have allegedly supplied chemicals used in 
‘super labs’ which are used to “produce 
10 or more pounds of an illicit drug per 
production cycle.” These ‘super labs’ 
would produce methamphetamines and 
synthetic opioid fentanyl for top-level 
Sinaloa Cartel traffickers like

Ovidio Guzman and his father, the 
former Sinaloa Cartel leader, Joaquin 
“El Chapo” Guzman.

Mexican authorities have located even 
larger processing facilities in Mexico 
where precursor chemicals, which have 
been imported from China, are used to 
make methamphetamines and 
fentanyl.

We can state with moderate to high 
confidence that United States law 
enforcement and intelligence 
authorities will continue investigating 
the sanctioned individuals. Moreover, 
United States law enforcement and 
intelligence authorities will continue 
collaborating closely with the Mexican 
government in efforts to terminate 
businesses that are aiding the cartels in 
their illicit drug-related activities.
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On 21 FEB, Russian President, Vladimir 
Putin, confirmed that Russia would be 
suspending its participation in the New 
START Nuclear Treaty, the most recent 
nuclear arms control treaty between 
Russia and the United States. The New 
START Nuclear Treaty limited Russia 
and the United States from exceeding 
700 deployed intercontinental ballistic 
missiles (ICBMs), submarine-launched 
ballistic missiles (SLBMs), and nuclear 
armament-equipped heavy bombers. 
The treaty also stops nuclear warheads 
on deployed ICBMs, SLBMs, and nuclear 
armament-equipped heavy bombers 
from exceeding 1,550 in total.

Putin claimed that the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization and the United 

States openly declared the defeat of 
Russian in the Russo-Ukrainian War. 
Russia is using this claim as justification 
for suspending the New START Nuclear 
Treaty. Moreover, this suspension comes 
as Russia resumes production of its 
Tu-160 Blackjack stealth bomber, and 
tests of the Satan 2 hypersonic missile are 
being conducted. Putin and the Russian 
Foreign Ministry stated that this was not 
a withdrawal from the treaty and that 
they intend to respect the treaty’s cap on 
nuclear weapons. However, Russia has 
stated its willing -ness to use tactical 
nuclear weapons if deemed necessary 
over the past few months.

Therefore, we can state with high 
confidence that Russia is likely altering 
its nuclear policy and preparing its 
nuclear infrastructure to provide itself 
with heightened military leverage.
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Since 2019, Japan has spotted suspected 
Chinese surveillance balloons over its 
skies at least three times as territorial 
disputes over uninhabited islands in the 
East China Sea persist.

On 22 FEB, the People’s Republic of 
China and Japan conducted the first 
formal security meeting in four years. 
China has referred to Japan’s security 
advancements as “negative moves in 
collusion with powers outside the 
region”, as Japan, the third largest 
country in the world by nominal GDP, 
increased defense spending by two 
percent in DEC 2022. The two percent 
defense spending increase would put the 
Japanese defense spending at a total of 
$320 billion.

Japan stated its plans to acquire 
longer-range missiles that could strike 
mainland China and stockpile other 
munitions needed to sustain a conflict as 
Japan is a host to the United States 
forces. Chinese Vice Foreign Minister, 
Sun Weidong, has responded to Japan’s 
changing security posture by restoring 
“unilateralism, protectionism, and a 
Cold War mentality.” China increased 
defense spending by roughly seven 
percent in 2022, accumulating to four 
times the amount Japan spends on its 
forces.

As these tensions continue between 
China and Japan, Japanese officials 
stated that they plan to clarify military 
engagement rules to allow its jet fighters 
to shoot down unmanned aircraft that 
violate its airspace. We can state with 
high confidence that Japan will continue 
to change its security posture in the

defense of Taiwan, and that any 
destruction to the Japanese economy 
will disrupt global trade.


