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Possible Procurement of Fighter Jets Cause Further 
Tensions in the Mediterranean 

On 31 JAN 2023, Turkey’s Presidential 
spokesperson, Ibrahim Kalin, made 
comments about Turkey’s disdain for 
American fighter jets being sold to 
Greece. He accused the United States of 
“losing its neutrality” if Congress 
approves the Greek purchase of 
Lockheed Martin fifth-generation 
Lightning II stealth fighter jets (F-35s) 
but denies the Turkish purchase of new 
F-16s. These actions have continued to 
hinder Finland’s and Sweden's entry to 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO).  

Kalin has recently stated that Ankara is 
open to admitting Finland to NATO but 
is refusing Sweden because of their lack 
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of cooperation in extraditing individuals 
Turkey believes are connected to 
militant groups in the country. 
Additionally, Erdogan cites an incident 
of a protestor burning a copy of the 
Quran at a demonstration in Stockholm, 
Sweden. Sweden has condemned the act 
but continues to advocate for freedom of 
speech within the country. Because of 
this, there have been talks within the 
United States to make the F-16 program 
“conditional,” meaning they will be 
willing to sell the F-16s to Turkey, if and 
only if, President Erdogan recants his 
decision to block the bids. Kalin spoke 
out about the idea, saying that a 
conditional sale is unacceptable and that 
the two are “separate processes.”  

However, opposition to the F-16 
program grows in the United States 
Congress. Democratic Senator Chris 

Van Hollen referred to Turkey as an 
“unfaithful ally,” advocating for more 
sanctions to be placed on the country. 
Van Hollen also stated that the United 
States should be working with 
European Union allies, specifically 
saying, “There are going to be no F-16s 
going to Turkey if Turkey is not 
admitting Sweden and Finland.”  

At this time, we can state with 
moderate to high confidence that the 
F-16 program will remain halted until 
the situation between Turkey and the 
two NATO candidates is resolved. 
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On 17 JAN 2022, Pentagon spokesperson 
Air Force Brigadier General Patrick 
Ryder briefed government officials about 
a suspected Chinese spy balloon in 
United States (US) airspace. On 02 FEB 
2022, a senior defense official stated that 
the US has ‘very high confidence’ it is a 
Chinese high-altitude balloon; meaning 
it is collecting imagery intelligence of 
critical locations within the US. One 
location the balloon was spotted was in 
Montana, which occupies one of three 
nuclear missile silo fields. Although this 
balloon is traveling above commercial air 
traffic altitude and does not present a 
military or physical threat to people on 

the ground, the Pentagon did advise 
President Joe Biden against shooting it 
down in fears that debris could pose a 
threat to civilians on the ground.

This heightened activity comes from the 
initial heightened tensions between the 
People’s Republic of China and the US 
after ex-US Secretary of State Nancy 
Pelosi visited Taiwan in AUG 2022. 
Therefore, we can state with high 
confidence that military advancements 
are likely to persist following current US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s 
upcoming visit to China in FEB 2022.  
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The Russian and Baltic states embassies 
have encountered diplomatic setbacks, 
leading to increasing tension between 
Russia and the Baltics.  

Estonia outlined plans to minimize the 
Russian embassy in Tallinn to eight 
envoys, which would be equivalent to 
the number of Estonians in the Estonian 
embassy located in Moscow. Since the 
release of the Russian diplomatic 
objectives in the Baltic states, Russia has 
reduced diplomatic relations with 
Estonia. Russian officials have instructed 
the Estonian ambassador is to leave 
Moscow by the end of the month. Russia 
blamed “total Russophobia” by the 
Estonians for the severed diplomatic ties. 
In response to Russia’s expulsion of 
Estonian diplomats, Estonia and Latvia 
have told Russian envoys to leave their 
embassies by 07 FEB 2023 and 27 FEB

2023, respectively. These ambassadors 
will be replaced in both Russia and 
Estonia by interim charge d’affaires until 
diplomatic relations return  

Moreover, the Lithuanian government 
removed the Russian ambassador in 
Vilnius following Russian soldiers killing 
civilians in Ukraine in early 2022. 
Additionally, Lithuanian Foreign 
Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis urged 
other European nations to expel Russian 
ambassadors from their embassies in 
effort to disrupt Russian diplomatic 
foreign relations in Europe. Landsbergis 
stated, “There is no point in keeping 
Russian embassies in any European 
capital…In most cases, it is no longer a 
diplomatic organization, but a 
propaganda one.”  

The unstable relations between the 
Baltic states and Russia are a direct result 
of the Baltic states’ stance on the 
Russo-Ukrainian war. The Baltics have 
been some of the most vocal supporters 

of Ukraine in this conflict. We can state 
with high confidence that the Baltic 
states will not resume diplomatic 
relations with Russia until the military 
operation in Ukraine ends. 


