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Former Federal Bureau of Investigation Agent on 
Russian Oligarch’s Payroll

On 23 JAN 2023, the former head of 
counterintelligence at the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) New York 
field office, Charles McGonigal, was 
arrested after his flight at John F. 
Kennedy International airport in 
Queens, New York and was charged 
with money laundering and violating 
United States sanctions. FBI officials 
indicated McGonigal was aiding in the 
attempt to remove Russian billionaire 
and oligarch, Oleg Deripaska, from the 
United States sanctions list.  

Oleg Deripaska is the founder of “Basic 
Elements,” one of the largest industrial 
groups in Russia. From the years of 2014 
to 2018, the FBI attempted to recruit
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Deripaska to become an FBI informant 
and assist the FBI in gaining a better 
understanding of Russian organized 
crime. More importantly, the FBI was 
hoping to get information on Russian 
attempts on election interference.

When McGonigal retired from the FBI 
in 2018, McGonigal became employed 
with a law firm with Deripaska’s agent 
as a “consultant” and “investigator.” In 
AUG 2021, Deripaska made a monetary 
transfer from a Russian bank to 
McGonigal after McGonigal agreed to 
spy on a rival oligarch of Deripaska. 
Reports suggest McGonigal made at 
least $25,000 as an “investigator” for the 
law firm and then received an initial 
payment of $51,000, plus payments of 
$41,790 each month for three months 
from August 2021 to November 2021 for 
McGonigal’s work for Deripaska.

McGonigal’s arrest for money laund- 
ering and violating United States 
sanctions makes this case the one the 
most significant breaches of United 
States national security in the recent 
times due to McGonigal’s previous 
access to highly classified and sensitive 
information. However, an assessment of 
the damage of McGonigal illegal 
actions is difficult to judge at this time. 
Based on the evidence presented by the 
Department of Justice, it can be stated 
with high confidence that McGonigal 
will be convicted on the charges. 



Greek-Turkish Earthquake Diplomacy Amid 
Destruction in Southeastern Turkey and Syria

Ellie Simpson 
Analyst 
Europe Desk

Editor-in-Chief 
Lukas Delaney (‘23)

For access to Full Articles and other 
Chanticleer Intelligence Brief Projects, visit 

our website

https://cibrief.org/publications/wib/

Associate Editors 
Sierra Mason (‘24)
Tessa Bentley (‘25)

Aubrey Belanger (‘25)

On Monday, 06 FEB 2023, at 04:17 local 
time, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake hit 
southern Turkey near the city of 
Gaziantep. It was soon followed by an 
aftershock of 6.7 magnitude, affecting 
both Turkey and Syria. The incident has 
re-awakened Greek-Turkish earthquake 
diplomacy, dating back to the summer of 
1999 when multiple earthquakes 
devastated both countries. The ensuing 
cooperation between the Greek and 
Turkish governments in 1999 relieved 
some tension and improved diplomatic 
relations between the respective 
governments. In this instance, the 
earthquakes in Turkey and Syria have 
brought about the first meeting between 
Turkish President, Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, and the Greek Prime Minister 

Kyriakos Mitsotakis, for the first time 
since March 2022.   

As of 08 FEB, there have been 11,000 
confirmed dead across Turkey and Syria 
with more than 8,500 in Turkey alone. 
In wake of the destruction, both 
Mitsotakis and Greek President, 
Katerina Sakelloropoulou, have sent 
their condolences and support to those 
in both Turkey and Syria. In addition, 
Greek officials sent teams to the affected 
areas to aid in recovery and rescue.

At this time, we can state with moderate 
to high confidence that Greece will 
continue to provide aid and cooperate 
with Turkey. We can also state with low 
to moderate confidence that this 
instance of cooperation will alleviate the 
growing tensions between the two in the 
short term.
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On Sunday, 05 FEB 2023, A North 
Korean balloon entered South Korean 
airspace. The Republic of Korea (ROK)’s 
Ministry of Defense (MoD) addressed 
this event the following Monday, stating 
that the balloon crossed the border 
briefly and ROK’s MoD responded with 
unspecified “measures.” The balloon was 
spotted through thermal observation at 
approximately 18:30 local time in 
Yeoncheon (37 miles north of Seoul) and 
was later identified by the ROK military 
as a low-altitude weather balloon. 
Preliminary assessment by the ROK’s 
MoD and ROK military determined the 
balloon as not an imminent threat to the 
people of the ROK and therefore was not 
shot down. The balloon left a few hours 
later. 

The timing of this is significant, as it 
occurred a day after a spy balloon from 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
was shot down by the United States 
military. The PRC balloon was 
determined to have surveillance charact- 
eristics, however the full capabilities 
have not been determined.  

This is not the first time in recent 
months that technology from the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) has crossed the inter-Korean 
border. On 26 DEC 2022, five North 
Korea military drones entered South 
Korea, including the no-fly zone around 
the capital. The drones remained for a 
few hours before returning to the 
DPRK. 

We can state with moderate confidence 
that it is unlikely that the DPRK was 
using this balloon for intelligence 

purposes. It can also be assessed with 
high confidence that the breaches of 
sovereign airspace by the PRC and 
DPRK will lead to heightened tensions 
with the West


