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Intelligence Indicates North Korean Weapons Sales to 
the Russian Federation 

On 02 NOV, National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby stated that North 
Korea is covertly selling artillery shells to 
Russia. Intelligence indicates that North 
Korea is diverting these shipments 
through the Middle East and North 
Africa. It has not been confirmed that 
Russia has yet to receive the North 
Korean artillery shells. This announce- 
ment comes days after Russian President 
Vladimir Putin publicly denounced 
South Korea’s aid to Ukraine.

Since the beginning of the Russo- 
Ukraine War, South Korea has provided 
1 billion won ($798,000) in non-lethal 
aid to Ukraine. Putin addressed this aid 
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on 27 OCT, claiming that Moscow knew 
Seoul had “taken a decision to supply 
weapons and munitions to Ukraine.” 
Putin also stated that these actions by 
South Korea would “deteriorate [their] 
relations” and compared it to Russia 
providing military aid to North Korea. 
Seoul responded the next day, denying 
having ever provided such aid. 

We have recently seen a correlation 
between the Russo-Ukraine war and 
tensions in the Korean peninsula. As 
Putin has become more aggressive in 
Ukraine, Kim Jong-Un, the Supreme 
Leader of North Korea, has increased 
weapons testing. This hostility from 
North Korea has risen rapidly in 
comparison to Russian hostility. 

With moderate confidence, we assess

that it is highly likely that the 
correlation between Russo-Ukraine 
War and tensions in the Korean 
peninsula will decrease, and North 
Korean aggression will escalate at a 
much quicker pace than Russia. 
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On Tuesday, 01 NOV, Finnish Prime 
Minister Sanna Marin and Swedish 
Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson held a 
joint Nordic Council press conference in 
Helsinki, where they stated they "should 
not put up any preconditions or shut any 
doors" before becoming a member of 
NATO.

During their joint press conference, 
Finland and Sweden reiterated their plan 
to ask for no opt-outs from hosting 
NATO’s bases or nuclear weapons as 
they join the defense alliance. Prime 

Minister Marin said the matter is not 
actively discussed in Finland as the 
Nordic countries await the ratification of 
their membership by Turkey and 
Hungary. Prime Minister Marin's views 
were echoed by Swedish Prime Minister 
Ulf Kristersson, who said “it’s very 
natural of Finland and Sweden to act 
very jointly in these matters and have 
the same formalization.” The head of 
Sweden’s Armed Forces, Micael Byden, 
recommended that Sweden in the initial 
stage should refrain from making any 
reservations regarding cooperation on 
nuclear weapons. “To draw red lines 
even before we’re becoming a member 
only creates obstacles and frictions,” 
Byden said during a separate news 
conference on Tuesday.

We estimate with high confidence that 
both Finland and Sweden will be 
admitted into NATO by early 2023, and 
that the comments regarding NATO 
hosting nuclear weapons in Finland and 
Sweden will receive strong condemn 
-ation from Russia.

Detainee Released from Guantánamo Bay After 18 
Years
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On 29 OCT, Saifullah Paracha was 
released from the Guantánamo Bay 
detention facility and returned to 
Pakistan. The press release from the 
United States Department of Defense 
said that the “continued law of war 
detention of Saifullah Paracha was no 
longer necessary to protect against a 
continuing significant threat to the 
security of the United States.”

Saifullah Paracha is 75 years old and has 
been held on suspicion of ties to 
Al-Qaeda since 2003. Paracha is a 
wealthy businessman who lived in the 
United States, owned property in New 
York City, and obtained a green card in 
1980. Paracha was accused of being an 
Al-Qaeda facilitator and helping two of 
the perpetrators of 9/11 with financial 

transactions. Paracha claimed in his 
unsuccessful federal court petition that 
he did not know that his associates were 
involved with Al-Qaeda. Currently, only 
35 detainees remain in Guantánamo Bay 
from the estimated 800 since the facility 
opened in 2002, according to the 
American Civil Liberties Union.

The United States is committed to 
reducing the detainee population of 
Guantánamo Bay through the 
implementation of Executive Order 
13567. This order, signed by Former 
President Barack Obama in 2011, 
created the Periodic Review Process to 
determine if a detainee represents a 
continuing threat to the security of the 
United States. We can estiminate with 
moderate to high confidence that over 
the next several years the United States 
will continue to release or transfer more 
detainees from Guantánamo Bay.


