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The United States Government to Take Down 
al-Assad’s Captagon Empire

On 21 SEPT 2022, The “Countering 
Assad’s Proliferation Trafficking And 
Garnering Of Narcotics Act,” or 
“CAPTAGON Act” was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations and is 
on track to reach the President after 
passing through the Senate. This Act is 
in response to Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad's regime and regional terrorism 
funded by Captagon manufacturing and 
trafficking for years.  

The strict sanctions placed on Syria in 
2019 have not done enough to fight the 
system so corrupted by drugs. The 
“CAPTAGON Act” is designed to crack
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down on Syrian Captagon trade in and 
around the Middle East. An alternative 
to amphetamine and methampheta- 
mine, Captagon has been banned in 
most countries since 1986. Mr. Lister, an 
expert in countering terrorism and 
extremist programs in the Middle East, 
estimates the "true scale" of Captagon 
trade is to be as high as $30 billion, 
which is 45 times larger than Syria's 
legal export industry. The development 
of the “CAPTAGON Act” intends for 
the United States to work with Interpol, 
an international crime agency, to 
combine marine and overland 
surveillance knowledge. Although Syria 
is aware of this Act’s intentions, al-Assad 
and the Syrian government do not 
appear to be suffocated or threatened and 
have taken no actions in response. 

The plan of the “CAPTAGON Act” is to 
eliminate drugs throughout Europe and 
the Middle East. We can state with 
moderate confidence that with the 
implementation of the “CAPTAGON 
Act” will hinder Syria’s economic gains 
from the Captagon trade.



Japanese Forces Tracking Russian and Chinese Ships 
Operating Near Hokkaido  

Military activity by Russian military vessels and the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) is increasing around 
Japan.  On Friday, 7 OCT, Japanese satellite imagery showed 
Russian military vessels and Chinese PLAN vessels in the La 
Pérouse Strait and the Sea of Japan. The Russian vessels were 
monitored by fast attack craft JS Kumataka (PG-827) and 
JMSDF P-3C Orion MPAs of Fleet Air Wing 2, based at 
JMSDF Hachinohe Air Base, Honshu.  La Pérouse Strait is an 
international waterway that divides the Russian island of 
Sakhalin and Japan’s island of Hokkaido.  A PLAN Dongdiao 
class surveillance ship carrying hull number 796 was spotted 
about 60 miles west of the coast of Aomori Prefecture, 
Honshu. 

We can state with high confidence that military activity from 
the Russian, and Chinese PLAN, will continue around Japan.
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Political Turmoil in Iraq as Iran Backed Politicians 
Gain Control in the Government 
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On Thursday, 13 OCT, Abdul Latif Rashid was elected Iraq’s 
president and immediately appointed Iranian-backed 
Mohammed al-Sudani as prime minister, causing unrest in 
the country specifically among Muqtada Al-Sadr's followers. 
Al-Sadr was a strong political figurehead until he stepped 
down from his position in parliament last month due to what 
he claimed was rampant corruption within the government. 

Al-Sadr’s followers attempted to prevent this week’s 
nominations from taking place because they believe the new 
president Latif Rashid and prime minister Mohammed 
al-Sudani are corrupt, causing a lot of violence in the capital 
Baghdad. For the past three weeks, Al-Sadr’s followers have 
fired rockets and broken into the green zone and stormed the 
parliament building. They remained in the parliament 
building until Al-Sadr tweeted, “This is a revolution of reform 
and rejection of corruption. Your message has been delivered 
my dear beloved. You have terrified the corrupt in power, go 
home in peace.”  In August, there was fighting between 

different Shia Muslim factions including Al-Sadr supporters, 
killing at least 30 people. This was primarily between Al-Sadr 
supporters and those who supported the upcoming Kurdish 
president, Abdul Latif Rashid.

We can estimate with high confidence that the political 
unrest will likely continue for another couple of months 
before it dies down significantly. 


