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United States Airstrike Kills Extremists Leader in 
Somalia

On 01 OCT, a United States (US) 
airstrike in the Middle Juba region of 
Somalia killed Abdullahi Nadir, a 
member of the Al-Shabaab extremist 
group. Abdullahi Nadir had a $3 million 
bounty on his head by the US and was 
preparing to succeed the current leader 
of Al-Shabaab, Ahmed Diriye, who is 
reported to be very sick. Details of the 
operation have not yet been released, but 
a statement made on 03 OCT from 
United States Africa Command 
(USAFRICOM) said that they will 
“...continue to assess the results of the 
operation and will provide additional 
information as appropriate.”
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“Al-Shabaab” translates to “The Youth” 
and was founded circa 2003 with the 
intention of establishing an Islamic state 
in Somalia. In recent years, the African 
Union-led military campaign has 
pushed Al-Shabaab forces away from 
major population centers. However, as of 
21 AUG 2022, Al-Shabaab has carried 
out deadly attacks on the capital of 
Somalia, Mogadishu. In MAY 2022, 
United States President Joe Biden 
approved a Pentagon request to redeploy 
less than five hundred troops to Somalia 
to assist the Somali National Army. 
USAFRICOM has also said that 
“Al-Shabaab is the largest and most 
kinetically active Al-Qaeda network in 
the world and has proved both its will 
and capability to attack US forces and 
threaten US security interests.”

We can estimate with moderate 
confidence that the United States will 
continue to be directly involved in 
military operations against Al-Shabaab.
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Major Explosion Rocks Crimea-Russia Bridge 

On Saturday, 8 OCT, an explosion severely damaged the 
bridge connecting the annexed Crimean Peninsula with the 
Russian mainland, crimping a key supply route for Moscow’s 
faltering war in Ukraine.

Images and videos showed the blast had collapsed part of the 
roadway on the Kerch Strait road-and-rail bridge. At least 
three people were killed in the explosion, according to Russian 
officials. The exact cause of the blast is yet to be confirmed, 
but Russian officials stated that a truck exploded, causing 
Crimea-bound sections of the bridge’s roadway to fall into 
the water below. A subsequent fire engulfed a train of fuel 
tanks on a separate, adjacent rail portion of the bridge. The 
damage to the roadway appeared to be severe, with westbound 
lanes crippled in at least two places. An official in Crimea 
blamed “Ukrainian vandals” for the explosion. Some 
Ukrainian officials gloated over the incident but withheld 
from directly claiming responsibility for the explosion.
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Women Continue to Face Violence in Afghanistan

We can estimate with high confidence that the explosion on 
the Kerch Strait bridge was likely caused by Ukrainian forces, 
in order to hamper the Russian supply routes in their war 
effort in southern Ukraine.
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On Friday, 30 SEP, a suicide bomber entered a classroom at the 
Kaaj education center in Kabul, Afghanistan. The bombing 
killed at least 53 students, 46 of which were women. 
Moreover, the bombing wounded over 110 others. Protestors 
have taken to the streets since Saturday, 01 OCT, demanding 
that the violence against women stops and that they are 
afforded more protections by the Taliban government.

Since AUG 2021, the Taliban has controlled Afghanistan and 
restricted girls from attending secondary schools. Women are 
now using this event as a rallying cry because these 
institutions were seen as their last hope for higher education. 
Since the protests began, the Taliban has met these protestors 
with excessive force, firing against the crowd and physically 
assaulting individuals to curb the protests.

Due to the recent events, we can access with high confidence  
that as more women join these protests and continue to speak 
out, it is highly likely that violence against women will 
continue to occur in Afghanistan.
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