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Bosnia and Herzegovina Holds Elections Amid High 
Ethnic Tensions

On Sunday, 2 OCT, voters in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina cast ballots for members of 
parliament, the tripartite presidency, and 
the president of the Republika Srpska. 
These elections are held amid demands 
from Orthodox Serbs and Catholic 
Croats for electoral reforms and greater 
autonomy.  

Over 90 political parties have fielded 
candidates for the elections with another 
17 candidates running as independents. 
The turnout for the election was around 
50 percent, which is 2 percent lower than 
the election turnout was in 2018. Early
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results indicate there are some 
incumbents trailing in their races. 
However, there are around 50 percent of 
the votes still left to be counted.

Incumbents and nationalist parties have 
dominated the political scene of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina in the nearly 30 years 
since the end of the Bosnian War. The 
ethnic political parties have often 
exploited the country’s divisions to 
maintain power.  

Based on some early election results in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, it can be stated 
with low confidence that some 
incumbent candidates will lose their 
races. However, it can be stated with 
high confidence that no significant 

changes will come to the political or 
ethnic tensions in Bosnia due to the 
majority of the leading candidates being 
from ethnic political parties. 



Ukraine Applies for NATO Membership 

On Friday, 30 SEPT, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
announced a bid for fast-track 
membership into the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) military 
alliance. This was after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin announced 
that Moscow had annexed four 
Ukrainian regions in the southeastern 
part of Ukraine.

President Zelenskyy signed NATO 
application documents in an online 
video which seemed to be intended as a 
rebuttal to President Putin for holding 
a ceremony in Moscow to proclaim the 
four partially occupied regions of 
Kherson, Luhansk, Donetsk, and 
Zaporizhzhia as annexed Russian land. 
"We are taking our decisive step by 
signing Ukraine's application for 
accelerated accession to NATO," 
Zelenskyy said in a video posted on 
Telegram. By applying for expedited 
membership into NATO, President 
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Women’s Rights Protests Erupt in Iran

Zelenskyy appears to be intentionally 
showing Putin that Russia is failing in 
one of their main objectives in the 
Russo-Ukrainian conflict, that being 
to prevent Ukraine from joining 
NATO.

We can estimate with high confidence 
that Ukraine’s bid to join NATO was 
retaliation for Russia announcing the 
annexation of four partially occupied 
Ukrainian regions.
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Mahsa Amini was arrested on 13 SEPT 
for “unsuitable attire” by Iran’s 
morality police in Tehran. Three days 
later, on 16 SEPT, Amini died from a 
coma, which citizens suspect was the 
result of beatings from police. 
Although authorities deny these 
allegations, mass women’s rights 

protests have broken out across the 
country. 

As of 27 SEPT, 18 people have been 
killed, 898 injured, and over 1000 
Kurdish protestors arrested, but some 
officials estimate these numbers could 
be higher. Iranian riot police and 
security forces have been using tear 
gas, clubs, and live ammunition, as 
these mass protests spread to cities 
across Iran’s 31 provinces.  

Due to the recent events, we can assess 
with high confidence that these 
protests are likely to occur over the 
next month. With mounting 
international attention and the 
increased number of protestors, it is 
highly likely that police crackdown 
will become more violent in an effort 
to curb protestors. 


