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License Plates Disputes Sparks Concern for Conflict

In Kosovo, a dispute over license plates 
has sparked concerns for a new ethnic 
conflict in the Western Balkans. In July, 
Kosovo announced that Serb-issued 
vehicle license plates would no longer be 
valid in Kosovo territory. Kosovo’s 
government has given Kosovo Serbs until 
31 October to exchange their current 
license plates for Kosovo -issued plates. 
The new plates being issued by the 
government are marked RKS, for the 
Republic of Kosovo.

Kosovo has said it is “responding with 
reciprocity” to Serbia since Kosovo 
-issued license plates are not valid in 
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Serbia. Serbia takes issue with the RKS 
marking on the new Kosovo-issued 
plates because they do not recognize 
Kosovo's independence. When the 
government of Kosovo attempted to deal 
with the license plate issue in August, 
Serbs blocked roads, attacked police, and 
President Aleksander Vucic sent the 
military to the border. A deputy 
commander of NATO’s peacekeeping 
mission in Kosovo has stated that NATO 
is “ready to act” and has even suggested 
that the alliance is ready to increase 
troop numbers. A compromise was 
reached between Kosovo and Serbia in 
August in which Serbia agreed to no 
longer require entry and exit documents 
for Kosovo ID holders and Kosovo 
agreed not to introduce them for Serbian 
ID holders.

It can be stated with moderate 
confidence that the license plate 
disagreement will likely not lead to a 
new ethnic conflict in the Western 
Balkans.



Growing Iran Political Instability May Allow Released 
Taliban-affiliated Drug Lord Access to New Markets

On 19 SEPT, the United States’ Biden 
Administration and the Taliban 
finalized their first high profile 
prisoner swap under the Biden 
Administration. Mark Frerichs, a 
retired Navy veteran and American 
contractor who worked in Afghanistan 
for over a decade, was abducted in 2020 
by the Taliban and held hostage. The 
Biden Administration cited 
appreciation for the Taliban’s 
cooperation, but stated the release of 
Bashir Noorzai, a convicted Afghan 
drug dealer, was not an easy decision.

Bashir Noorzai, a prominent Afghan 
tribal leader from Kandahar, 
Afghanistan was jailed in 2008 by the 
United States on drug charges and was 
serving a life sentence. Noorzai is 
infamously known as the “Pablo 
Escobar of heroin trafficking” in the 
Middle East, Central, and South Asia. 
Noorzai has assisted the United States 
during the War on Terror due to 
Noorzai’s crucial role in the 1990s 
funding and support for the Taliban’s 
creation and activities in Afghanistan. 
Noorzai’s release may cause greater 
concern for Middle Eastern and Asian 
countries dealing with illegal drug 
trafficking issues. Iran has reportedly 
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been deemed the world’s most 
‘drug-addicted’ country, with 14 
million Iranian’s addicted to drugs.

We can estimate with high confidence 
the release of Noorzai will result in an 
increase in illegal drug trafficking in 
the Middle East and Asia within the 
next six months. We can also estimate 
with high confidence rising political 
instability in Iran will worsen Iran’s 
drug issues and allow for easier 
movements of drugs out of 
Afghanistan to the Middle East, Asia, 
and Africa. 


