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Chinese-Owned Drones Troll Taiwanese Military 

On Saturday, 17 September 2022, an 
influx of Chinese-owned drones were 
flown over a military site on the 
outlying Kinmen Islands, only 6.2 miles 
from mainland Xiamen. Videos from 
the drones were posted on a Chinese 
social media site, Weibo, and were 
accompanied by soundtracks of dance 
music, ballads, and emojis. The videos 
illustrate what Chinese civilians claim as 
the Taiwanese military unpreparedness 
and incompetence, despite looming 
threats of a Chinaese invasion. 

These drones – supposedly piloted by 
Chinese civilians - have the capability to
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zoom in to capture clear visuals of 
Taiwanese individuals, while hovering 
dozens of feet in the air. In addition, the 
Chinese government has not removed 
the videos from their social media 
platforms, despite their highly censored 
internet. Moreover, China has not 
prevented these drones from traveling 
through its airspace and has not 
punished those behind the drone 
politting.

In response to these videos, Taiwan’s 
Ministry of National Defense anno 
-unced at the beginning of 2023, a new 
anti-drone system would be employed, 
and that the Taiwanese defense budget 
would boost to a record $19.4 billion, a 
13.9% increase over 2022. 

It is with high confidence that should 
the usage of Chinese-owned drone 
surveillance continue, Taiwan will 
pursue their own defense capabilities, 
potentially escalating tensions between 
the two nations into a war by the 
summer of 2023.  



The Middle East and the Taliban Relations

On 16 September and 17 September, 
Shiite Muslims will officially celebrate 
Arab’een. Arab’een marks the end of 
the 40-day mourning period of Imam 
Hussein ibn Ali, the grandson of the 
Prophet Muhammad. Approximately 
five million pilgrims have already 
arrived in Iraq from Iran and 
Afghanistan. The number of Iranian 
and Iraqi pilgrims is set to significantly 
increase, according to Iraqi border 
authorities. Iraq does not have 
diplomatic relations with the new 
Taliban regime in Afghanistan, but the 
country has allowed Afghan citizens to 
travel through Iran to Iraq via a 
bilateral agreement between Iran and 
Iraq.

The Afghan Arab’een pilgrim bilateral 
agreement between Iraq and Iran 
represents the bias by the Shia Iranian 
government and their willingness to 
make more accommodations for Shia 
Afghan citizens rather than Sunnis. 
Iran has continued pushing the 
Taliban to respect the Shiite minority 
in Afghanistan in order to continue 
receiving support from Iran. The Iraqi 
government is responsible for covering 
public services, like transportation and 
medical services, for those traveling 
into Iraq for Arab’een. Food and 
clothing will also be handed out via 
volunteers for all pilgrims, regardless of 
citizenship status. Lastly, although 
Arab’een has brought calmness to 
Iraq’s current political crisis, the 
post-Arab’een scene for Iraq’s Political 
situation is unknown.

North Korea Adopts a More Provocative Posture in 
its Conditions for Utilizing Nuclear Weapons 

On 9 September, North Korea declared 
itself a nuclear weapons state by passing 
legislation that would govern the use of 
nuclear weapons. In a public speech, 
Kim Jong-un, the Supreme Leader of 
North Korea, declared North Korea as a 
state with nuclear weapons capabilities 
while noting that the legislation passed 
by North Korea’s parliament would 
make North Korea’s nuclear status 
‘irreversible.’ The new law clarifies and 
expands the conditions upon which 
North Korea would utilize nuclear 
weapons to include the possibility of a 
pre-emptive strike.

Kim Jong-un listed five conditions 
where Pyongyang can be inclined to use 
nuclear weapons, despite previous

legislation noting North Korea’s intent 
to use nuclear weapons was only as a 
repellent to an attack. The new 
legislation authorizes the utilization of 
nuclear weapons if certain conditions 
appear imminent. Moreover, the new 
legislation stipulates that nuclear 
weapons can be utilized in a non 
-nuclear attack scenario. North Korea 
deemed in the new legislation that the 
usage of nuclear weapons is appropriate 
if leadership is facing an imminent 
threat and a strike should be executed 
“automatically.” These new conditions 
also include North Korea’s willingness 
to strike at their adversaries “starting 
point of provocation and the 
command."

It can be stated with high confidence 
that current Kim Jong-un regime will 
not bow to international pressure and   
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abandon its nuclear weapon develop 
-ment program. Based on Kim Jong-un’s 
recent public comments, it can be 
strongly assessed that Kim Jong-un views 
possession of nuclear weapons as vital 
importance to the continued survival of 
the Kim Family regime.


