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COVID-19 Lockdown in Shanghai Triggers Protests 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Chinese government has not made any statements 

on the matter and at this time it is likely it will not 

change its course of action regarding the lockdown. 

Officials believe that, if residents were allowed to move 

freely, it would only increase the number of COVID-19 

cases and exposure in Shanghai. Protests will likely 

continue either way, because more COVID-19 cases 

would lead to more lockdown protocols, but no access to 

food, water and medication will lead to escalating health 

issues.    
 

It can be stated with high confidence that protests in 

Shanghai will continue until the lockdown is lifted and 

residents have full access to food and water. It can also 

be stated with high confidence that the number of 

COVID-19-positive cases will continue to rise daily until 

the 14-day quarantine is completed.  
      

 

 

By Amy Yeagley, Asia Deputy 

 

Over the past three weeks, Shanghai has been faced 

with the largest COVID-19 outbreak since the start of 

the pandemic. Shanghai has reported over 300,000 

new cases since March 1, with the majority of these 

patients being asymptomatic. Residents that test 

positive are placed in quarantine centers and, due to 

the influx of cases, apartment buildings are being 

vacated to be turned into quarantine centers for those 

that test positive. Residents that resisted the 

involuntary move have been arrested. This, along with 

the food and water shortages, is causing some protests 

throughout the city. Some residents report running out 

of food and are unable to refill prescriptions, because 

they are unable to leave their homes. Some residents 

have attacked distribution points to get food.   
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Terrorism Threats in the Middle East 
By Kevin Joyce, Middle East Desk 

 

Israel experienced four terrorist attacks within a 16-day 

time-frame recently. Two of these attacks were carried out 

by Palestinians, who are a minority in Israel. The other 

three terrorists were known to sympathize with ISIS. Since 

the Taliban’s takeover in Afghanistan in August 2021, 

ISKP, a growing branch of ISIS, has begun establishing a 

presence in Afghanistan. ISKP has enjoyed more freedom 

recently to expand its operations inside and outside of 

Afghanistan. These recent terror attacks in Israel have 

raised questions among some officials whether the 

Taliban’s rule in Afghanistan poses a security threat to 

Israel.   
 

Afghanistan was a terrorist safe haven during the Taliban’s 

first rule in the late-1990s. The Sunni group view Israel 

and the West as corrupt, unbelieving forces who pose a 

threat to Muslims and Islam. The Taliban have a presence 

throughout most of Afghanistan, but with majority of their 

leadership centered in Kabul, policing efforts in rural 

provinces and districts are low. Thus, ISKP, and other 

organizations, are able to create military posts, recruit, and 

organize attacks in the country.  
 

We assess with high confidence that without more Taliban 

policing/security coverage in rural provinces, that ISKP 

and other Islamic extremist organizations will be able to 

carry out more operations. Furthermore, we assess with 

high confidence that ISKP will continue to grow in 

Afghanistan and continue to pose a threat to Israel and the 

across the greater Middle East.  
 

 

Russian Moskva Missile Cruiser Sinks 
By Vladislav Chugunov, Russia Desk 

 

On April 13, 2022, the Ukrainian military announced 

it had landed two successful Neptune missile strikes 

on Russia’s premier missile cruiser, the Moskva, 

leading to its sinking. The 510-man missile cruiser had 

been operational since 1979 and was conducting 

“special military operations” against Ukrainian targets 

in the Black Sea when it was allegedly struck by 

Ukrainian forces. According to the Ukrainian military, 

the strikes resulted in an ammunition storage fire and 

forced the Moskva’s crew to abandon ship.  
 

On April 14, the Russian Ministry of Defense stated 

that a fire of an unknown origin had engulfed the 

ship’s ammunition storage, which resulted in an 

explosion. Later, as it was being towed to port 

following an encounter with a “severe” storm, the ship 

sank. Publicly sourced meteorological data collected 

from the Black Sea suggests there was rainfall; 

however, the severity of it cannot be independently 

confirmed. 
 

According to Ukrainian military experts, the loss of 

the Moskva missile cruiser will result in more 

psychological damage to the Russian side, rather than 

combatant/material damage. The Moskva was the 

leading missile cruiser of the Russian navy, named 

after Russia’s capital Moscow. It can therefore be 

stated with a high degree of confidence that Russian 

national will is going to further decrease following the 

announcement of the Moskva’s sinking and a further 

increase in Russian military offensive actions and 

rhetoric targeting Ukraine. 
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