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   NORTH KOREA OPENLY TESTS THE NEW HWSAONG-17 MISSILE  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 The US, South Korea, and Japan have all released 

statements condemning the launch. The South Korean 

government has called the launch a grave threat to 

security on the Korean Peninsula. Japan also called it a 

threat to security, stating the missile landed off their 

western coast in their Exclusive Economic Zone. The 

White House has called the launch a brazen violation of 

multiple UN resolutions. US President Biden called on 

North Korea to not commit any more destabilizing acts, 

while also stating that diplomacy is still on the table.  

 

It can be stated with a high degree of confidence that 

North Korea will continue to conduct further ICBM 

tests, which will increase tensions on the Korean 

Peninsula and will create new security problems for the 

incoming South Korean President Yoon.  
      

 

 

By Ryan Freyland, Asia Deputy 

 

On March 24, 2022, North Korea successfully 

conducted a test launch of their new Intercontinental 

Ballistic Missile (ICBM), the Hwasong-17. This is the 

first open North Korean test launch of an ICBM since 

2017, as well the largest nuclear capable missile 

tested, having the ability to reach the United States.  

 

North Korea has stated the missile launch was to test 

its systems to ensure its reliability under wartime 

conditions. Supreme Leader Kim Jong-un stated that 

the new strategic weapons will remind the world of the 

strength of his strategic armed forces. The missile test 

is also intended to be a message to the US that they 

should cease their hostile policies towards North 

Korea.  
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Launching of the Hwsaong-17 in North Korea   
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Human Traffickers Take Advantage of Ukrainian 

Refugees 
By Tessa Bentley, Middle East Desk 

 

The Israeli Ministry of Social Welfare and the Anti-

Trafficking Unit in the Ministry of Justice have received 

many reports of attempts to lure Ukrainian female refugees 

in Israel into human trafficking. These attempts not only 

occur when these women arrive in Israel, but also begin 

when they are still in Ukraine. About 100 Ukrainian 

refugees interviewed in the Ben Gurion Airport told the 

authorities that a person had offered them money to escape 

war zones in Ukraine, cross the border, and then fly to 

Israel. Upon their arrival, the women were told that they 

had to provide sexual or domestic services to pay back the 

money. This operation is likely conducted by a network of 

people trying to lure female refugees into human 

trafficking.   
 

Leaflets with preventative measures and emergency phone 

numbers are expected to be distributed soon to Ukrainian 

refugees upon their arrival at the airport. Additionally, an 

Israeli tech company has modified one of its projects, 

Work OS, which allows organizations to manage teams 

and projects. Now, the system is being used to register 

drivers and verify their identities, so when refugees are 

matched with a driver, their whereabouts can be tracked 

after leaving the intake center. This system is being used in 

Poland as well as Israel.  
 

We can estimate with high confidence that more Ukrainian 

refugees will continue to be trafficked, not just in Israel, 

but across Europe.   
 

 

Face-to-Face Meeting Between Russian and 

United States Defense Officials   
By McKenzie Tsiantoulas, Russia Deputy 

 

Last week at the Russian Ministry of Defense in 

Moscow, a meeting took place between US and 

Russian officials to discuss the ongoing conflict in 

Ukraine. Russian Major General Yevgeny Ilyin was 

the representative of the Russian military, and two 

United States defense attachés represented the 

American side. Based on this meeting, the US believes 

there are problems with Russian military morale.  
 

A US military readout was used in this meeting to 

collect personal impressions from the US attachés 

throughout the interaction. In the readout, Ilyin was 

said to show signs of stress and emotional behavior. 

While the meeting was breaking up, a US official 

questioned Ilyin about his own personal ties to 

Ukraine. The readout claims that Ilyin lashed out at 

the attachés. Ilyin provided information that he was 

born in Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine, before moving with 

his family to Donetsk, Ukraine. Ilyin also told the US 

officials that the current situation in Ukraine is “tragic 

and I am very depressed over it.” After his comment, 

Ilyin left the meeting without shaking hands with the 

US defense attachés.  
 

Despite the low morale witnessed at the interaction 

between Major General Yevgeny Ilyin and the two US 

defense officials, we can assess with high confidence 

the Russian forces will continue to advance. 

Additionally, unless removed from his position, we 

estimate with high confidence that Ilyin’s personal 

attachments to Ukraine will not prevent him from 

continuing his command.  

 

 Russian Major General Yevgeny Ilyin 
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