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   SECURITY SUMMIT TAKES PLACE IN MEXICO TO  

COMBAT DRUG TRAFFICKING  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting comes after a shooting occurred in January 

between Canadian and Mexican drug traffickers, 

resulting in the death of two Canadians. Quintana Roo 

experienced an upward trend of drug violence in 2021, 

resulting in the launch of a Mexican National Guard 

security operation in December. Due to continuing 

violence, despite the launch of the operation, Quintana 

Roo has invited other countries to discuss measures that 

can be taken to vet visitors coming into the state and to 

exchange intelligence on current international crime 

organizations. These vetting measures are likely to 

include increased coordination with foreign law 

enforcement agencies to prevent traffickers from being 

able to enter Quintana Roo.   

  

We can estimate with moderate confidence the meeting 

will result in increased support from the US and 

Canadian intelligence communities. We can assess with 

low to moderate confidence that increased security 

measures will be taken to ensure passengers are vetted in 

host countries before arriving in Quintana Roo.   
      

 

 

By Scott Boster, Head of Latin America Desk 

 

On February 14, the Governor of Quintana Roo, 

Mexico, Carlos Joaquín confirmed that a security 

summit would be held in Cancún on February 18 

with US and Canadian attendance among other 

countries.   

 

 
 Governor of Quintana Roo, Mexico, Carlos Joaquín 
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Playamed Hospital, After the Shooting of Two Drug 

Traffickers  
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Ecuador’s 2022 Prison Security Plan Published 
By Annika Peterson, Latin America Desk 

 

On February 14, 2022, the National Service for 

Comprehensive Care for Adults Deprived of Liberty and 

Adolescent Offenders (SNAI), released the Prison 

Security Plan for Ecuador. This plan is scheduled to be 

implemented this year. The bill is meant to increase 

security with more manpower and equipment, reduce the 

number of prisoners in order to confront overcrowding 

concerns, and rehabilitate current prisoners through 

education reform, in an effort to reduce repeat offenders.  

 

This prison plan announcement comes after a meeting 

between the director of the SNAI and Ecuador’s 

president, Guillermo Lasso, on February 9, 2022. The 

creation of this plan is likely to move forward due to the 

multitude of prison uprisings in 2021. These riots forced 

President Lasso to declare a state of emergency in the 

country, which lasted from late October 2021 until 

December 2021.  

 

It can be stated with moderate to low confidence that this 

prison security plan will help minimize the unrest within 

Ecuador's prisons.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Argentina Joins China’s Belt and Road 

Initiative 
By Nicholas Dunkerly, Latin America Desk 

 

On February 6, 2022, Argentina President Alberto 

Fernandez met with Chinese President Xi Jinping in 

Beijing, China, to officially join the Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI). The BRI was first proposed in 2013 

by Xi Jinping as a “Silk Road Economic Belt.” As 

part of Xi Jinping’s signature foreign policy, Chinese 

banks and companies seek to fund and build roads, 

power plants, ports, railways, 5G networks, and 

fiber-optic cables around the world, in exchange for 

increased trade and influence. The BRI stretches 

from China westward into the Middle East, parts of 

Eastern Europe, and almost all of Africa. China has 

been expanding the BRI in Latin America since 

2018. Argentina joins a list of over 140 countries that 

are a part of this infrastructure initiative which 

includes neighboring countries such as Uruguay, 

Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Suriname, Guyana, 

and Venezuela. The BRI currently enables China to 

be the primary competitor to the US for influence in 

Latin America.   

  

We can estimate with moderate confidence that the 

BRI will continue to expand in Latin America to 

more countries and there will be increased 

investment in countries already participating in the 

initiative.   

 

 
 

Argentina’s Alberto Fernandez meets Xi Jinping in Beijing   
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Police Walking on the Roof of the Litoral Penitentiary in Ecuador  
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