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On February 11, 2022, the White House issued a 

statement urging the estimated 20,000 US citizens still 

located in Ukraine to evacuate into neighboring Poland. 

Following this statement, the White House approved the 

deployment of an additional 3,000 US troops into Poland, 

bringing the total to 6,000 in Poland and 1,000 in Romania. 

On February 12, 2022, US President Joseph Biden held a 

meeting with President Vladimir Putin in which he reiterated 

the United States’ position on the conflict and stated that 

diplomacy is still a viable option. Following the conclusion 

of the meeting, the US Department of State began to 

evacuate the Ukrainian embassy in Kyiv, relocating an 

undisclosed number of consular personnel into the city of 

L’viv, located 48 miles from the Polish border.  

  

It can be stated that, with the increased Russian military 

presence, aided by the deadlock of diplomatic talks, an 

invasion into the Donbass region is highly likely.   

 

 

 

 

By Vladislav Chugunov, Russia Desk 

 

Following the annexation of Crimea in 2014, 

tensions between Ukraine and the Kremlin have been 

mounting. Since April 5, 2021, Russia has been 

increasing its military presence on its westernmost 

border with Ukraine. Recent US intelligence reports 

indicate Russia has amassed an estimated 100,000 or 

more troops in its Voronezh Oblast. Diplomatic talks 

have reached a standstill with the Kremlin, who 

justify their actions as being in response to 

aggressive NATO expansion into Ukraine. Ukraine’s 

admission into NATO’s Enhanced Opportunity 

Partnership Program has been a point of contention, 

with the program providing a roadmap for Ukraine to 

potentially gain full NATO membership status.  

 

Russian Troops Surround a Russian Flag 

Image Credit: Eurasia Review 

 
 

Editor-in-chief: Associate Editors: 

Hannah Clegg        Morgan-Mckay Hoppmann

   Lukas Delaney 

Sierra Mason 

 

https://cibrief.org/publications/wib/


 

 

 

For access to Full Articles and other CIB Projects, visit https://cibrief.org/publications/wib/ 

VOL. VI No. 12                                                   CONWAY, MONDAY, February 14tht, 2022 

 

 

 

   Qatar to be Designated a Non-NATO US Ally 
                By Kevin Joyce, Middle East Desk 

 

On February 11, Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 

al-Thani became the first head of state from the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) to visit the White House 

since Joe Biden’s presidency began. In this meeting, 

Emir al-Thani and President Biden discussed a wide 

variety of matters, including President Biden’s promise 

to designate Qatar as the third non-NATO Gulf country 

ally to the United States. Qatar’s work regarding the 

Taliban and Afghanistan has been strongly commended 

by the United States.  
 

The designation of being a non-NATO ally will provide 

Qatar with special “defense trade and security cooperation 

along with military and economic privileges.” Since the 

Obama Administration, Qatar has continued to play a 

vital role in diplomatic discussions between the United 

States and the Taliban. Additionally, Qatar has played a 

major role in hosting Afghan refugees who have been 

evacuated from Afghanistan since the August 2021 

Taliban takeover. Lastly, back in November 2021, US 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced Qatar 

would formally become the diplomatic representative of 

the US in Afghanistan via part of the US interest section 

in the Qatari embassy in Kabul. 
 

We estimate with high confidence that Qatari-US relations 

will continue to strengthen, and that Qatar will be 

presented with more resources for their missions in 

Afghanistan. We can also estimate with high confidence 

that Doha, Qatar will remain the main diplomatic 

meeting point for US-Taliban talks. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

New Militant Group Enters Yemen Conflict 
By Gabriel Hoehn, Middle East Deputy 

 

The Alwiyat al-Waad al-Haq (AWH), otherwise known 

as the True Promise Brigade, launched a drone strike 

on the United Arab Emirates, which was intercepted. 

According to the Washington Institute for Near East 

policy, a think tank based in Washington DC, the group 

is believed to be affiliated with Iraq’s Kataib Hezbollah, 

an Iranian-backed Shia armed group. The AWH said in 

a statement that they had fired “four drones targeting 

vital facilities in Abu Dhabi” in response to the UAE’s 

policies towards Yemen and Iraq. According to Frank 

McKenzie, head of the US Central Command that monitors 

the Middle East, the US “will help with replenishment 

of interceptors. And we’ll do everything we can to assist 

[the] UAE in defending themselves.” The Emiratis are 

now being targeted from their northern border by the 

Houthis, and their southern border, by the True Promise 

Brigade.   
 

The True Promise Brigade took responsibility for a 

similar-style attack on January 23, 2022, when a drone 

struck Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. An anonymous militia 

official from the group told the Associated Press that 

the drones came “in parts from Iran and were 

assembled in Iraq and were launched from Iraq.”  
 

Due to the distance the drones were fired from, and 

Iran’s past support of other Iraqi militant groups like 

the Kataib Hezbollah, it is highly likely the True 

Promise Brigade is associated with Iran.  
 

 
 

  US President Joseph Biden (Right) with the Qatari Emri Tamim bin Hamad al-
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