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  INCREASE IN HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND MIGRANT WORKERS  

IN QATAR AS THE FIFA 2022 WORLD CUP DRAWS NEARER 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Affairs Prosecution Committee established a specialized 

unit for trafficking crimes. Within the Criminal 

Investigation Department, Qatar also created another 

special unit as a point of coordination for law 

enforcement. Qatar has recently made a commitment to 

the International Labour Organization (ILO) to combat 

the exploitation of its workers. Reforms include 

increasing the minimum wage and terminating the laws 

requiring employers’ permission for workers to leave 

the country.  

   

These commitments have been poorly enforced with 

little improvement for the treatment of the workers. The 

creation of the new specialized units has not had a 

significant effect on combatting human trafficking. We 

estimate with high confidence that many sports 

associations and other organizations will begin to place 

more pressure on the Qatari government on this issue, 

as the World Cup comes closer.   

 

 

 

 

By Tessa Bentley, Middle East Desk 

 

As Qatar has been undergoing preparation for the 

FIFA World Cup in November and December of this 

year, there has been a significant increase in the 

number of migrant workers. Under Qatar’s Kafala 

system of laws, these workers are at the mercy of 

their employers and other sponsors through their visa 

or work permit, which restricts them from leaving 

their employer or the country without their 

employer’s permission. These migrant workers are at 

extremely high risk for becoming victims of human 

trafficking and face other issues such as sexual abuse, 

unexplained deaths, withheld wages, and passport 

confiscation.  

 

Since Qatar won the bid for the 2022 FIFA World Cup 

in 2010, the Qatari government focused more efforts on 

combating human trafficking. In 2020, the Residency  

 

 

Workers Inside An Unfinished Qatari Stadium 

Image Credit: The Guardian  
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Terrorism in Iraq and Syria 

By Hannah Flick, Middle East Desk 

 

On Thursday, February 3, the leader of the Islamic State 

(ISIS) - Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi - detonated a 

bomb that killed himself and his family, when the United 

States military raided his hideout in Atmeh, Syria.    

  

The group remains active on a stretch of land of more than 

40,000 square miles between Syria and Iraq, with over 8 

million residents. Al-Qurayshi took over leadership after a 

U.S. raid in October 2019 killed the previous leader, Abu 

Bakr al-Baghdadi. Al-Qurayshi was responsible for the 

prison assault in northeast Syria last month —the group’s 

largest military operation since its defeat in 2019, which 

forced many of its members underground, as well as the 

2014 genocide against the Yazidi people in Iraq. U.S. forces 

did not conduct an air strike due to the high possibility of 

civilian casualties, but the 50 special operations forces 

members did participate in a firefight for two hours. After 

the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, this raid was seen as 

a great success, but not the last as many extremists from 

rival IS groups, Turkish-backed fighters, and al-Qaeda take 

refuge in this region. 

  
It is with high confidence that we can forecast ISIS is going 

to struggle greatly to rebuild and place another individual in 

power within the coming months, but that attacks by this 

group will continue.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thailand and Saudi Arabia End Their Dispute Over 

Stolen Diamonds 

By Rocky Limon, Middle East Desk 
 

In late January, it was announced that Thailand and 
Saudi Arabia have ended their 30+ year dispute 
over stolen diamonds, despite many of the jewels 
still missing. In 1989, a Thai cleaner stole multiple 
diamonds from a Saudi Prince. Over the years, this 
led to tensions between the two countries and were 
escalated with shootings and accusations of fake 
diamonds. Three Saudi diplomats were killed in 
Bangkok when trying to retrieve the diamonds. 
Later, when some diamonds were returned to Saudi 
Arabia by Thai police, most of them turned out to 
be fake. Although not all diamonds have been 
returned, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
discussed making peace with Thailand's Prime 
Minister. Saudi Arabia has begun allowing Thai 
people back in the country for work and tourism.  
 

We can estimate with moderate confidence that the 
easing of tensions will help both sides with a new 
possible trading partner, which can help the 
economy grow and decrease reliance on oil in 
Saudi Arabia. With the United States allies of both 
nations, this can also further the potential for 
international trading between all three nations.  
 

 
  The House in Syria Where Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi, the Leader of 

ISIS, was Living 
Image Credit: The New York Times 

  

Thai Police Display the Jewels They Recovered 

Image Credit: BBC 

 

 
Thai Prime Minster, 

Prayuth Chan-ocha (Left) 

and Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 

(Right) 

Image Credit: Aljazeera 


