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HIGH-RANKING HOUTHI MILITARY OFFICAL AND AT LEAST 20 

CIVILIANS KILLED IN SAUDI-LED AIR STRIKES IN SANA’A   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Houthis are likely to retaliate against these strikes 

and it is unlikely that a nationwide ceasefire or any 

political resolution will arise imminently. The situation is 

expected to deteriorate further as the Saudi-led coalition 

is seeking greater investment in their air missiles, 

indicating the desire for another attack, or to extend their 

defense against the Houthis. This is further supported 

through an agreement with the US, as Washington 

recently sold $650 million worth of missiles to Saudi 

Arabia. It is also possible that the UAE will respond 

through a potential alliance with Israel, as Prime Minister 

Naftali Bennett announced his support to Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Zayed in the form of “security and 

intelligence.” These two examples alone signify a 

deliberate and direct message to the Houthi rebels that 

the Saudi-led coalition is not willing to back down, 

further worsening tensions.   

 

 

 

 

By Molly Jones, 

Applied Intelligence Internship 

 

On January 17, air strikes were carried out in 

conflict-ridden Yemen by the Saudi-led coalition, 

just hours after a number of drone and missile attacks 

hit the United Arab Emirates (UAE), a key Saudi 

ally. These strikes, on the city of Sanaa, have caused 

at least 20 civilian deaths, including that of a high-

ranking Houthi military official and his family. The 

United Nations condemned the attacks and called for 

“effective and transparent investigations.” The Saudi-

led coalition stated that they have reserved the right 

to respond to “terrorist attacks and criminal 

escalation” after Houthi drone strikes caused 

explosions in fuel trucks and ignited a fire in the Abu 

Dhabi Airport. These attacks caused three deaths and 

damage to three oil tankers. The coalition stated that 

it had intercepted eight Houthi drones launched 

directly at Saudi Arabia on the night of January 16. 

This is the first time that the UAE has acknowledged 

air strikes from the rebels.  
 

Aftermath of Air Strike in Sana’a, Yemen 
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National Geospatial Agency Releases New Policies for 

Utilizing Geo-Intelligence Resources 

Sarah Gabriel, Special Topics Deputy 
 

The National Geospatial Agency (NGA) has recently 

released a new Enterprise Commercial Geo-Intelligence 

Strategy, which calls for imagery and services to be used 

across all organizations in a uniform approach. This will 

contribute to making the government a single customer, 

which will decrease the number of licenses and contract 

agreements with industry partners.  
 

The strategy will bring forth the entire GEOINT sector, 

commercial and private, to ensure a uniform and 

transparent approach to intelligence capabilities. Prior to 

this policy change, government agencies had been going to 

commercial source providers for their resources and 

intelligence individually, resulting in excess spending in 

data that's not accessible across all agencies. The NGA’s 

Associate Director for Enterprise, Gary Dunow, conveyed 

“we work really closely with our partners over at the 

National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) who have the 

responsibility for the commercial imagery acquisition right 

now.”      

  

We can estimate with high confidence the new Enterprise 

Commercial Geo-Intelligence Strategy will prove to be 

extremely effective in creating transparency among 

agencies and the U.S. commercial industries. Additionally, 

it is expected to provide more efficient capabilities to aid in 

data for policy and decision-makers.  

 

 

Previous Copy of the NGA Enterprise 
Commercial GEOINT Strategy 
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Taliban Deepening Relations with Iran    

By Kevin A. Joyce Jr., Middle East Desk 
 

On Wednesday, January 26, the Iranian 

government applauded the Taliban’s opening of the 

Kamal Khan Dam, which has been closed since 

2021, preventing the flow of water into Iran. The 

dam is located in the southwest part of Afghanistan 

and feeds the Hamun Lake in southeastern Iran. 

Tehran has interpreted these actions as another step 

towards deepening the political, diplomatic, and 

economic ties with the Taliban regime in 

Afghanistan. Iran has said the continual release of 

water from the dam would allow for increased trade 

between the two countries, specifically oil, gas, or 

electricity.  
 

Hamun Lake in Iran is located in a volatile, poor, 

and arid region where many separatist and militant 

groups operate. The Kamal Khan Dam and other 

water-related issues have plagued Iranian-Afghan 

relations for decades. When the Kamal Khan Dam 

was completed in March 2021, under the then-

President Ashraf Ghani regime, he declared, 

“Afghanistan would no longer give away free 

water.” The release of water from the dam by the 

Taliban has sparked outrage among local Afghans 

near the dam. The Taliban spokesman for the 

Water and Energy Ministry declared that Afghani 

farmers downstream needed the extra water as the 

“dam’s reservoir was full.” However, many citizens 

interpreted their claims to be false.  
 

We can predict with high confidence that the 

Taliban will continue utilizing these dams in 

political, diplomatic, and economic ways to further 

relationship-building efforts with Iran and other 

bordering countries.  
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Kamal Khan Dam 
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   Vice Admiral Robert D. 

Sharp, Director of the NGA  
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