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FACEBOOK REACTS TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING ADVERTISEMENTS  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facebook’s internal documents from 2019 have revealed 

that human traffickers use the platform to recruit women 

to work as maids in Middle Eastern countries such as 

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Kuwait. Due to their dire 

financial circumstances, which have been exacerbated 

due to the pandemic, many of these women come from 

countries in South Asia, especially the Philippines, and 

Africa so that they can have a job and send money back 

home.   
 

While it is currently unclear if Facebook’s anti-trafficking 

advertisement campaign has begun, it is likely that it or 

another similar program will be implemented soon due 

to the publicity and criticism that Facebook has received. 

 

 
 

 

By Tessa Bentley, Middle East Desk 

 

Many human traffickers use Facebook to post 

advertisements for jobs targeting women overseas. In 

response to this threat, Facebook disabled about 

1,000 of these advertisement accounts. While 

Facebook has been aware of these advertisements 

since at least 2018, they did little to respond until 

Apple threatened to remove Facebook and Instagram 

from the App Store. This past year, Facebook was 

scheduled to launch a pilot program that would target 

women that may be at high risk of exploitation with 

pop-up and banner ads, warning them about the 

dangers working overseas can pose.   
 

Domestic servitude is a form of trafficking for the 

purpose of working inside private homes through the 

use of force, fraud, coercion, and deception. When 

these women arrive to their destination, their passports 

are taken, and they are sold to different companies 

without their consent. Many are then unpaid, starved, 

abused, and locked in their homes.   
 

Facebook Logo at Facebook Headquarters  

Image Credit: CNN 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor-in-chief: Associate Editors: 

Hannah Clegg        Morgan-Mckay Hoppmann

   Jackson Hauf 

Lukas Delaney 

 

 

Women in Asia and the Middle East are Highly Vulnerable for Trafficking    
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Chinese Digital Yuan Proven Successful 

Conrad Kodjanian, Asia Desk 
 

On November 3, 2021, the People’s Bank of China director 

general of the digital currency institute, Mu Changchun, 

announced that over 140 million Chinese citizens have 

opened a Chinese Digital Yuan wallet since the start of 

trials in late 2020. Director Mu was speaking at a Hong 

Kong conference named “Fintech Week,” where he also 

mentioned that the Digital Yuan has seen over 62 billion 

Yuan ($9.7 billion) transacted. Director Mu also stated 1.55 

million merchants have accepted the digital Yuan.   
 

The director still did not announce an official launch date 

for the digital Yuan, also known as the e-CNY. China plans 

to allow foreign travelers to use the currency during the 

2022 Beijing Winter Olympic Games. It is likely an official 

launch date will be announced for the Digital Yuan by mid-

December. The Chinese Digital Yuan is still likely to launch 

before the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic Games. However, 

we can assess with moderate confidence the Digital Yuan 

will launch with limited functionality, meaning payment 

systems will be limited to Beijing, and for retail purposes 

only during the Olympic games.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Iranian Relations with the Taliban    

By Kevin A. Joyce Jr., Middle East Desk 
 

It was announced on November 9 that Iran would 

be sending a “special envoy” to Kabul soon to 

continue discussions with the Taliban. The topics to 

be discussed are not clear at this time. However, a 

possible topic of discussion could concern the 

recent influx of Afghan refugees that Iran has seen 

since the Taliban seized control of Afghanistan. It 

has been estimated that approximately 800,000 

refugees are registered legally in Iran and over 2.3 

million are illegal.  

 

Iran was one of the very few countries who kept 

their embassy open and operational in Kabul during 

the Taliban takeover on August 15. With many 

international sanctions against Iran, the country has 

resorted to trading its oil and other resources with 

conflict-ridden countries who need such supplies. 

On average, Iran exports around $4 billion worth of 

goods to Afghanistan a year.   

 

With the looming refugee crisis, Iran is investing 

lots of its time and energy towards stabilizing 

Afghanistan. Because of this, we can predict with 

high confidence that Iran-Taliban relations will not 

be negatively affected, and they will continue building 

stronger relations.  
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Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar (Center), Deputy Prime 

Minister of the Taliban 
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