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GERMAN NATIONAL ELECTIONS LEAD TO UNCERTAINTY  

IN THE FUTURE OF GERMAN POLITICS  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

While the SPD will attempt to build a coalition, the 

CDU is undergoing an internal conflict over the legality 

of their potential to build a coalition, since it was not the 

party to receive the highest number of votes. So, due to 

possibility of the SPD working with the Greens and the 

FDP, and the conflicts within the CDU, it can be stated 

confidently that the SPD will be the party to build a 

coalition for the German government.  

 

 
 

By Piper Danzek, Europe Head of Desk 

 

On September 26, national elections were held in 

Germany, resulting in a victory by about 2%, for the 

center-left Social Democratic Party (SPD). This 

outcome ends the sixteen-year domination of 

outgoing Chancellor Angela Merkel’s center-right 

Christian Democratic Union (CDU). However, the 

two leading parties’ total combined percentages are 

equal to only about 49% of the votes. That means 

that in the coming weeks both parties, beginning with 

the SPD, must attempt to build a multi-party coalition 

in order to form a government. The SPD will 

likely join forces with the environmental Greens 

party and the liberal Free Democratic Party (FDP) 

who received about 15% and 12% of the votes 

respectively. 

 

 

 

An Individual Casting a Vote for Germany’s 

Parliamentary (Bundestag) Election        
Image Credit: CNBC 
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Pie Chart of the Provisional Number of Seats Won Each by Party          
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Serbs in Kosovo Stage Daily Protests Over License Plate 

Restrictions  

Tyler Connelly, Europe Desk 
 

Since September 21, ethnic Serbs in Northern Kosovo 

have swarmed roads that lead to the two border crossings 

with Serbia to protest new license plates restrictions in 

Kosovo. Drivers with Serbian license plates are now 

required to cover them or remove them and swap them for 

local registration when entering Kosovo. 

        

Serbia and Serbs living in Kosovo are outraged because of 

the new requirements which include a Republic of Kosovo 

(RKS) stamp to be on the license plate. This stamp is a 

symbolic move implying that Kosovo is an independent 

nation, separate from Serbia. While Kosovo declared 

independence from Serbia in 2008, Serbia does not 

recognize it as an independent nation, or recognize its 

license plates as valid. 

        

During the protests, the Kosovo Vehicle registration office 

was set on fire and grenades were thrown. Serbia has sent 

special forces troops to border checkpoints and put its 

military on high alert. NATO has also increased patrols 

along the Kosovo border with Serbia in an attempt to de-

escalate tensions between the two countries.   

        

The tensions this issue has caused at the border could 

renew conflict in the Balkan region. It can be stated with 

moderate confidence that border tensions will continue 

until either one or both countries drop their rules regarding 

license plates.   
 

 

North Korea Willing to Renew Ties with South 

Korea, but Rejects the United States’ Proposal 

By Ryan Freyland, Asia Deputy 
 

Last week North Korean Leader Kim Jong-un 

expressed his willingness to renew talks between 

North and South Korea. In a recent speech, Kim 

stated that the Seoul-Pyongyang hotline, a 

communication line between North and South 

Korean governments, might resume. However, when 

the Biden administration offered to resume talks 

between the US and North Korea, Kim Jong-un 

rejected such attempts, condemning the offer for 

talks as a cunning strategy to hide the US’s hostile 

policy towards North Korea.  

  

Kim Jong-un recently stated that the restoration of 

the Seoul-Pyongyang hotline would help bring about 

lasting peace. However, Kim Jong-un additionally 

stated that peace will not come while South Korea 

retains a “hostile attitude” to the missile tests 

conducted by North Korea. On October 1, the South 

Korean unification ministry attempted to contact 

North Korea through the Seoul-Pyongyang hotline 

but received no response, indicating they may be 

waiting on South Korea to ease their stance on 

defense research first.  

  

Even with the possible restoration of the hotline, it 

can be said with only a moderate degree of certainty 

that resumed talks will not lead to a treaty in the near 

future. We believe that North Korea is attempting to 

use President Moon Jae-in’s urgency to improve 

relations before the end of his administration as a 

tool to drive a wedge between the US and South 

Korea’s diplomatic relations. Moreover, North Korea 

likely hopes that these offers will drive South Korea 

to support lifting the sanctions against North Korea.  

 

 
 

   Serbians Blocking the Roads in Kosovo in Protest of the New License Plates  
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   The Seoul – Pyongyang Hotline Device in the Demilitarized Zone 

Image Credit: BBC News 
 


