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The visa restriction is likely to affect military officers 

destined for training in the US and other officials that are 

traveling for personal or work-related reasons. The US has 

demanded that the Ugandan government hold those 

responsible for flawed election conduct and violence. The 

US government has also warned that the Biden 

administration will continue to evaluate possible plans of 

action, one of which includes targeting individuals that 

undermine democracy and human rights.   

  

The United States affirms that they support the Ugandan 

people and will continue to work together to uphold 

democratic values and promote mutual prosperity for both 

countries. However, due to the visa restrictions and the 

possibility of further actions by the US, we believe with 

moderate to high confidence that tensions will rise 

between Uganda and the United States. 

 

 

 

By Casey Mazzone, Africa Desk  

 

On April 16th, US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken announced visa restrictions on Ugandan 

officials who are believed to be undermining the 

democratic process in the recent election. The 

statement does not specifically name the targeted 

officials; however, a series of letters written during 

both Trump and Biden’s administration list a dozen 

senior military and police officers who most likely 

abused citizens’ human rights. The visa restrictions 

include the names on the unreleased list and visas 

are not to be given if they apply to travel to the US.  

 

In January 2021, Ugandan security forces were 

responsible for the death and injuries of innocent 

citizens, bystanders and opposition supporters. 

During the protests that erupted, at least 54 people 

were shot and killed.   

 

Voting Counting Procedures in Uganda    
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Military Buildup on the Russo-Ukraine Border 

Vladislav Chugunov, Russia Desk 

 

Since April 5th, 2021, Russia has been steadily increasing 

troops, including heavily mechanized tank and artillery 

divisions on the Russo-Ukrainian border. The has been 

an ongoing conflict since the Annexation of Crimea in 

2014 in the regions of Donetsk, Kharkiv, and Luhansk, 

commonly referred to as the Donbass region. The 

Kremlin refuses to hold any diplomatic talks, citing their 

actions are designed to promote border security against 

Western aggression.   

  

From April 8 to 15, the Russian army built a large 

military camp 93 miles from the Ukrainian border in the 

Voronezh Oblast. This camp is primarily housing 

munitions, technological equipment, and heavy 

machinery. Following its construction, 50,000 troops 

were deployed along the Donbass region in addition to 

an estimated 35,000 separatists fighting inside Ukraine’s 

borders. Ukrainian military intelligence expects the total 

Russian troop presence to reach 110,000 by April 20. In 

addition to the troop deployments, on April 17 Russia 

increased its naval presence in the Black Sea by posting 

ten ships in the territorial waters of Crimea with two 

attack fighter jets, and two bombers accompanying it.    

  

It can be stated with moderate confidence that with the 

increased military presence by Russian forces coupled 

with separatist provoked attacks, an armed conflict may 

unfold between Russia and Ukraine in the Donbass 

region. Thus, leaving Russia to potentially acquire 

Ukraine’s largest steel, iron, and aluminum mines.   
 

 
 

 
 

Twitter’s Actions Following January Capitol Riot 

By Abigail McClean, North America Desk 
 

Twitter is doing its part to stop QAnon and its 

conspiracy theories from spreading on their 

platform. On January 12, 2021, six days after the 

Capital riot occurred, Twitter suspended 70,000 

Twitter accounts that were promoting QAnon. Since 

January 12, there have been over 150,000 Twitter 

accounts suspended. Twitter said their reasoning for 

suspending these accounts is because they all 

engaged in “sharing harmful QAnon associated 

content at scale”. Twitter officials did say that none 

of these accounts were bots, they were all real 

people and the majority of them were from the 

United States.   

  

QAnon is a group that has many far-right complex 

conspiracy theories. They were created in 2017 on 

the message board “4chan”. The leader of the group 

goes by the name nickname “Q”, but it is not known 

who they are. They sign all of their posts with the 

name of “Q” and claim to have a U.S.-level security 

clearance known as the Q clearance. Some of their 

conspiracies include that the world is run by a group 

of pedophiles including democrats and Hollywood 

actors, and that former President Trump is on a 

secret mission to remove corrupt people from the 

government. In 2019, the FBI publicly denounced 

QAnon as a domestic terrorism threat.   

  

It is unlikely that Twitter’s actions will have a large 

effect on the QAnon following. They will likely 

have switched to different platforms and methods to 

reach their followers.   
 

 

 

Russian Solider Along the Russo-Ukraine Border 
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