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NORTH KOREA CONDITIONALLY REJECTS SOUTH KOREAN 

PROPOSAL FOR A PEACE TREATY 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Ri Thae-song 

stated that “nothing will change as long the situation 

around the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

(North Korea) remains unchanged, and the US continues 

their hostile policies.” Kim Yo-jong, sister of North 

Korean Leader Kim Jong-un and an important political 

player in North Korea, has said the idea is “admirable.” 

Kim Yo-jong has also stated that peace will not come 

until the “hostile policies” against North Korea and 

the “double-dealing attitude” regarding the “right to self-

defense” end. She added that, only once South Korea has 

met these preconditions, a serious talk for peace may 

begin.   
   

We believe with high confidence that a peace treaty will 

not happen in the near future due to differing policies on 

nuclear weaponry. The recent events showcase the final 

efforts of the Moon administration to fulfil their long-

term goal of a united Korea, but in the end these efforts 

are not expected to lead to much change on the Korean 

Peninsula.  

 

By Ryan Freyland, Asia Deputy 

 

South Korean President Moon, in an address to the 

United Nations General Assembly, called for a 

peace treaty to end the Korean War. On September 

21, 2021, President Moon called for a treaty 

between North Korea, South Korea, China, and the 

United States (US). His statement declared that this 

treaty would encourage North Korea to 

denuclearize, though Washington stated that 

denuclearization must come first. North Korea has 

publicly rejected this overture.  

 

 

 

South Korea President, Moon Jae-in, Prior 

to his Speech at the UN General Assembly         
Image Credit: Reuters  
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Taliban Begins Engagement with the International 

Community 

Kevin Joyce, Middle East Deputy 
 

On September 21, 2021, the Afghan Taliban announced it 

has finished filling positions in its interim government, 

leaving the big question of how they plan to interact 

diplomatically and economically with the international 

community. They have invited China, Iran, Pakistan, 

Russia, Turkey, and Qatar to their government 

inauguration which is to occur in the coming weeks. 

Additionally, they specifically appear to have a growing 

relationship with Iran, despite minor conflicts. Iran has 

hosted many Taliban officials since the fall of Kabul and 

has vowed to be a role-model in moving the state from a 

“revolutionary” to a structured state. 

 

On February 29, 2020, the United States began its final 

withdrawal from Afghanistan. By August 15, 2021, the 

Taliban regime seized Kabul near the end of the United 

States’ and its allies’ final withdrawals. On August 16, the 

newly inaugurated Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi praised 

the “military defeat and withdrawal” of the United States. 

However, Iran did voice its concern that the Taliban could 

seek to oppress the Shiite minorities in Hazara and avoid 

allowing those minorities into their government. After a 

series of conflicts at the three major Afghanistan-Iranian 

border crossings over the last week-and-a-half, Iran has 

resumed its exports of gasoline, diesel, and other goods to 

Afghanistan.  
  

These moves could signal potential relations for the 

Taliban as they pursue international recognition. We 

predict with high confidence that Iran will continue its 

exports to Afghanistan at this time.  

 

The New GEOINT Strategy Will Direct Agencies to 

Look at Commercial Services First 

By Sarah Gabriel, Special Topics Desk 
 

On September 14, 2021, David Gauthier, Director of 

commercial and business operations at the National 

Geospatial Agency (NGA), announced a new 

strategy in geospatial intelligence. This new strategy 

will direct intelligence agencies to commercial 

companies and business operations before resorting 

to the NGA or the National Reconnaissance 

Organization (NRO). During the Intelligence and 

National Security Summit, he said, “Thou shalt go 

out and use commercial sources as primary sources 

of intelligence for your production.” Historically, 

intelligence agencies resort to government GEOINT 

capabilities such as custom satellites first, which 

increases the workload for the NGA and NRO.  

  

Examples of these commercial solutions are already 

in the works, as seen in the Space Forces’ Space 

Systems Command’s program “CASINO,” which 

uses low earth orbit satellites. With the “buy before 

you build mentality,” the project team is looking 

first for commercial subscription services before 

funding or modifying projects on the NGA or 

NRO’s dime. This strategy has been in the works for 

several years following commercial advancements 

with the hope of creating a steadier workflow for 

these agencies to focus their efforts on technological 

advancements. Indicating their commitment to this 

strategy, the NGA released a formal Commercial 

GEOINT strategy executive summary.   

  

We predict with moderate confidence this strategy 

will prove successful, with benefits including faster 

project turnover and a decreased workload for NGA 

and NRO analysts.   

 

 
 

 

 

   The Taliban’s Spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid, Announcing New Government  

Image Credit: BBC News 

 

NGA Emblem (Left), David Gauthier (Right)   

Image Credit: NGA 

 
 


