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EL SALVADOR’S BITCOIN ADPTION SPARKS OUTRAGE AGAINST 

PRESIDENT NAYIB BUKELE 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nayib Bukele took power in February of 2019 winning the 

election with 53% of the vote. On 9 February 2021, 

Bukele entered the legislative chamber full of armed 

police and soldiers after the El Salvadorian congress 

denied his $109 million-dollar anti-crime bill. After this, 

the bill passed. In May 2021, a new legislature that was 

full of pro-Bukele members was sworn in and their 

supreme court was removed. In response, the Biden 

Administration has stated that it is “worried” about the 

current state of El Salvador. On 7 September 2021, El 

Salvador became the first country in the world to make 

Bitcoin legal tender; meaning Bitcoin is an official 

currency of El Salvador. The rollout has been abysmal due 

to constant system glitches and the entire system being 

offline for hours a time during a given day.  

 

Due to a high number of protests in less than one week 

after the rollout of El Salvador’s Bitcoin project, we assess 

with moderate to high confidence that El Salvador’s 

Bitcoin project will fail by the end of 2021 due to 

countless system failures. We also assess with moderate to 

high confidence that Nayib Bukele will not be re-elected 

as El Salvador's President in 2024.  

 

By Conrad Kodjanian, Asia Desk  

 

On 16 September 2021, thousands took to the 

streets of El Salvador’s capital city of San Salvador 

to protest the regime of President Nayib Bukele. 

Protests began in response to the planned 

integration of Bitcoin as the country’s legal 

currency, in addition to President Bukele giving 

himself the ability to run for a second presidential 

term. Vandalism has been present during these 

protests, as the newly rolled out Bitcoin ATMs 

have been spray-painted, destroyed, and burned. 

The people of El Salvador also believe President 

Bukele has overstepped his constitutional power. 

President Bukele has condemned the protests, 

stating the vandals are “infiltrators.”   

 

Protesters in El Salvador Against Bitcoin       
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Rare Public Criticism of Kataib Hezbollah Indicates 

Ineptitude of Post-Muhandis PMF Leadership 

Jake Viator, Head of North America Desk 
 

On September 11, 2021, a Lebanese Hezbollah-affiliated 

television show interviewed Hossein Moanes (aka. Abu 

Ali al-Askari), a senior member of Kataib Hezbollah 

(KH), an Iranian-backed militia based in Iraq and Syria. 

Moanes publicly blamed the al-Fatah parliamentary bloc 

for fundamental problems in Iraq, despite the two groups 

having political ties through the al-Hashd al-Shaabi (PMF) 

– a conglomeration of various militias formed in 2014 to 

fight the Islamic State (IS) after the collapse of the Iraqi 

Armed Forces. In response to Moanes's comments, the 

military spokesman for AAH, an influential wing of the 

PMF, made a rare public criticism of the commander of 

KH and the PMF, Abu Fadak al-Mohammedawi. In 

January 2020, Al-Mohammedawi had replaced the widely 

revered Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, whom the US 

assassinated in an airstrike. The rare public criticism is a 

continuation of growing public spats between KH and 

other. PMF militias that seldom occurred under the 

leadership of Muhandis, indicating the PMF leadership's 

growing inability to handle intra-PMF disputes. 

 

 
 

 

 

Justice for January 6 Rally 

By Abigail McClean, North America Desk 
 

On Saturday, September 18, 2021, far-right groups 

planned a Justice for January 6 (J6) rally in 13 

locations around the United States. Groups such as 

the Proud Boys, QAnon, and Look Ahead America 

decided to rally in support for the people who were 

charged in the January 6 riots. These riots resulted in 

the injuries of over 130 police officers and led to 

638 participants being charged. Days before the 

Justice for J6 rally, far right organization leaders 

said they were anticipating about 700 people and 

intended for it to be a peaceful rally. In preparation 

for the rally, the Capitol Police decided to reinstall 

the fencing around the capitol and issue an 

emergency declaration which would allow for 

outside law enforcement officers to be deputized to 

increase the police presence. The rally had a much 

lower turnout than intended with only four to five 

hundred people attending. Twenty-seven law 

enforcement agencies were in the area to control the 

rally, but the day ended with only two arrests being 

made. Law enforcement officers believed the 

greatest threat may stem from conflict between 

rioters and counter-protesters, but there were no 

major incidents reported.   
 

Due to the low turnout, as well as skepticism that 

far-right events such as the Justice for J6 rally are 

ploys by law enforcement to arrest attendees, we 

predict with moderate confidence that there will not 

be major rallies in the future.   

 

 
 

Kataib Hezbollah Fighters    
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Supporters Gathered Outside of the US Capital 
Building Showing Support for the J6 Rioters  

Image Credit: USA Today 

Kataib 
Hezbollah 

Flag 

 
Image 

Credit: 

Center for 
International 

Security and 

Cooperation 


